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Artistic Director Judith Jamison. Photo by Jack Mitchell.

When Mr. Ailey began creating dance, he drew upon the blues, spirituals and gospel as
inspiration, which resulted in the creation of his most popular and critically acclaimed
work—Revelations.

Revelations was first produced by Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in New York
City, New York on January 31, 1960. It tells the story of African-American faith and
Alvin Ailey American Danee Theater's tenacity from slavery to freedom through a suite of dances set to spirituals and blues
Cliffon Brown. Photo by Andrew Eccles. music. Revelations is divided into three sections “Pilgrim of Sorrow”, “Take Me To
The Water” and “Move, Members, Move!”

The second section, “Take Me To The Water,”
features an enactment of a ceremonial baptism.

A large group of dancers lead a processional to

the stream of purification. To the strains of “Wade
in the Water” a devotional leader baptizes a young
couple at a river, represented by yards of billowing
silk stretched across the stage.

Alvin Ailey (1931-1989)
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After watching this spiritually timeless piece,
yowll understand why Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater is unparalleled in the dance world.
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ATTENDING THE THEATER

* Please enter the auditorium quietly and take your assigned seat immediately \

(note that all matinees have reserved seating);

* Show courtesy to the artist and other guests at all times;

* Demonstrate appreciation for the artists’ work by applauding at the appropriate times;

* Refrain from making unnecessary noise or movements;
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¢ Please eat lunch before or after the performance; food is not allowed in the performance hall;

* Relate any information acquired from the pre-matinee discussion to the new information -

gained from the matinee;

¢ Please do not use flash photography.

A theater is a charged space, full of energy and anticipation.
When the house lights (the lights that illuminate the audience
seating) go down, the excitement level goes up! Theaters are
designed so that the voices of the singers and actors and the
music of the musicians can be heard. But this also means that
any sound in the audience—whispering, rustling of papers,
speaking and moving about—can be heard by other audience
members and by the performers. Distractions like these upset
everyone’s concentration and can spoil a performance.

The performers on stage show respect for their art form and
for the audience by doing their very best work. The audience
shows respect for the performers by watching attentively.

Applause is the best way for audience members to share their
enthusiasm and to show their appreciation for the performers.
Applaud at the end of a performance! Sometimes the audience
will clap during a performance, as after a featured solo.
Audience members may feel like laughing if the action on
stage is funny, crying if the action is sad, or sighing if some-
thing is seen or heard that is beautiful.

Appreciation can be shown in many different ways, depending
upon the art form and the culture(s) of the people in the
audience. While the audience at a dance performance will

sit quietly, other types of performance invite audience
participation.
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